
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a short spell, just a couple of decades or so, Geoff Brieger is back where he belongs - 
behind the keys! 
 
His musical career began in the late 1970's in bands and shows, working through until the 
mid 90's, when he relocated to the Gold Coast from Sydney. 
 
From the late 80's, Geoff was a solo artist and one of Sydney's foremost and in-demand 
piano men, with long-standing residencies at infamous establishments such as the "Bourbon 
& Beefsteak" in Kings Cross, "Jackson's on George" in the Rocks, and the "White Horse 
Hotel" in Surrey Hills. 
 
Working under the name Geoff Barry, he performed over 2,500 professional gigs around 
Australia, mostly in Sydney and NSW country towns, with occasional stints in bands and on 
cruise ships. 
 
It was in dingy bars all over the city that I met some of the best-known cops and crooks of 
the era, and back then it was pretty hard to tell the difference between the two.  Geoff sure 
worked for, and played to, some very interesting people.  
 
I got so many good stories from the odd gangsters I'd meet, as I sipped my beer and 
listened to my mate belt out a few classics. 
 
Even today, when I mention those bars and a muso called Geoff Barry to some of the 
colourful identities, the ones still alive at least, it sparks a few smiles of when Sydney was 
alive with music. 
 
So whether your gig needs classy and cruisy (5-star hotel lobby bar piano, or Sunday sesh), a 
rowdy barroom sing-along (piano bar or pub), or for people to get moving on the dance 
floor, Geoff's got it. 
 
The Piano man is back, and I can't wait to sing along with him again. 

By Mark Morri, Author and Crime Editor, The Daily 
Telegraph (and a mate of Geoff's for 50 years - yes, he 
made me write this story). 


